Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 7-14 estimated as working in 2000: 36.6"
Minimum age for admission to work: 14
Age to which education is compulsory: 16*
Free public education: Yes®
Alb ania Gross primary enrollment rate in 2002: 104%*
Net primary enrollment rate in 2002: 959%*
Percent of children 7-14 attending school in 2000: 50.9%*
Percent of primary school entrants likely to reach grade 5: Unavailable
Ratified Convention 138: 2/16/1998"
Ratified Convention 182: 8/02/2001*
ILO-IPEC participating country: Yes"

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 2000, approximately 41.1 percent of boys and 31.8 percent of girls ages 7 to 14 were working
in Albania.”® The Construction Workers’ Trade Union states that many children under 16 work
in construction. It also states that children 16 and 17 are working in chromium mines in Bater,
Bulgiza, Borje, and Klos.”! Children can be found laboring as farmers, shepherds, shoe cleaners,
drug runners, car washers, and textile factory workers.”® Children, especially from the Roma
community, are forced to work on the streets in cities as beggars and vendors.”® The majority of
children working on the streets are boys.*
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The trafficking of Albanian children as young as 6 years to Western Europe and within Albania
for prostitution and other forms of labor remains a problem.” There is evidence of new
trafficking routes to Kosovo and Slovenia to further points in Europe.’® The U.S. Department of
State reports that children are trafficked to Kosovo for sexual exploitation or begging.”’
Children are also trafficked to Italy and Greece to participate in organized begging rings and
other forms of forced labor, including work in agriculture and construction.”® The majority of
children trafficked to Italy and Greece were boys between 11 and 16.>° Children who are
returned to the Albanian border from Greece are often at high risk of being re-trafficked,”
although, according to a 2003 report, trafficking of Albanian children to Greece appears to be on
a decline.”' Internal trafficking is reported to be rising,’* with increasing numbers of children in
the capital of Tirana falling victim to prostitution and other forms of exploitation. Because of
poverty and illiteracy, Roma children are especially vulnerable to exploitation.”> Some children,
especially Roma children and children residing in orphanages, are kidnapped or sold by family
members to traffickers.**
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

The law sets the minimum age of employment at 14 years.”> The law allows children 16 to 18
years to be employed only with permission of the Ministry of Labor. Children 14 to 16 also
require permission to work during school holidays and vacations.®® Night work is prohibited by
children younger than 18 years, and their work is limited to 6 hours per day.®” The law also
permits fines for parents whose children fail to attend school during the compulsory education
period of 9 years.®® The law forbids forced labor by any person, except in cases of execution of a
judicial decision, military service, or for service during state emergency or war.” The minimum
age for voluntary military service is 18 years and 19 years for compulsory military service.”

The law prohibits prostitution, and the penalty is more severe when a child is solicited.”" The
law sets penalties for trafficking, including 15 to 20 years imprisonment for trafficking of
minors.” Albania has a witness protection law for trafficking victims and, during 2006,
upgraded the witness protection unit to a Directorate for Witness Protection and Collaborators of
Justice within the State Police.”

The Labor Inspectorate within the Ministry of Labor is responsible for enforcing child labor laws
as they pertain to registered businesses in the formal sector.”* One hundred inspectors are
employed, and workplaces are inspected once every 5 years on average. All inspectors have
received child labor awareness training.”” In 2006, a new law was passed granting the labor
inspectors legal authorization to carry out inspections at informal worksites.” The Government
of Albania has a full-time national coordinator for anti-trafficking efforts with a staff of five.”’
The government has a specialized asset forfeiture unit that has received judgments of forfeiture
in trafficking cases.”® According to the U.S. Department of State, there have been reports that
law enforcement officials were involved in trafficking-related corruption.”
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Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

A number of national strategies, including the Strategies on Education and Social Services, have
integrated child labor concerns.®” The government has a National Strategy against Child
Trafficking and the Protection of Child Victims of Trafficking.®' The Action Plan of the
National Strategy to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings 2005-2007 includes a Child
Trafficking Strategy.®” Issues concerning the trafficking of children have also been
mainstreamed into the National Strategy for Social Services (2005-2010) as well as the UN
Common Country Assessment and the Albania National Report towards achieving the
Millennium Development Goals.*> On May 29, 2006, the Albanian parliament ratified an
agreement with the Government of Greece for the protection and assistance of child trafficking
victims.** The Prime Minister issued Order no. 139 to establish regional committees against
human trafficking in 12 prefectures on June 19, 2006. The committees coordinate anti-
trafficking activities in the regions.®

The government participated in a 3-year, USD 1.5 million USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC regional
project to combat the trafficking of children for labor and sexual exploitation which ended
January 2007.*® The project withdrew 69 children and prevented 250 children from exploitive
labor in Albania.?’ Project activities included distributing educational materials as well as
training teachers and youth representatives on combating child labor in 12 regions. Youth clubs
were established to assist children removed from exploitive situations to attend educational
programs and vocational training.*® Under the guidance of the Ministry of Labor and Social
Affairs, a program on prevention and monitoring of child labor in three cities involved
partnerships between teachers, social workers, police, and labor inspectors to identify working
children and remove them from work, effectively shifting such responsibilities to local entities.®
The government is also supporting the USD 3.5 million USDOL-funded second phase of the
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ILO-IPEC project to combat child trafficking and other worst forms of child labor (2006-2009).
The project operates in Albania, Bulgaria, the UN-administered Province of Kosovo, Moldova,
Romania, and Ukraine.”® The project aims to withdraw 1,350 and prevent 3,150 children from
exploitive labor throughout all of the participating countries.”’ The Albanian Government is also
assisting the USD 2.23 million German Government-funded ILO-IPEC project to combat child
labor in the stability pact countries (2003-2007).%

The government provided some support with staff and facilities to assist the NGO community in
providing services to child victims of trafficking.”® The government participates in other projects
funded by international organizations. USAID supports the Reduce Trafficking in Persons
project with the aims of increasing the involvement of NGOs in anti-trafficking activities,
improving the protection system for trafficked and at-risk children, and building a national
trafficking database.”® It also supported a project to reduce internal child trafficking in Albania
and external trafficking between Albania and Greece and Italy.”” To implement the national plan
of action against human trafficking, UNICEF, in cooperation with the government, provided
children, family members, and teachers with anti-trafficking educational materials and
reintegrated at-risk, abused or exploited children into the formal education system.”® The
Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) provided funding to the anti-trafficking
program carried out by IOM Tirana for women and children.”” UNICEF, USAID, the Greek
Ministry of Foreign Affaire, and SIDA provided funding to Terre des Hommes to implement
anti-child trafficking projects.”®

The government worked with NGOs and international organizations on matters of border
security and anti-trafficking training for law enforcement officials.”” The Government of
Albania is a member of the Southeast European Cooperative Initiative, and has participated in
regional anti-trafficking efforts through the initiative’s Regional Center for Combating
Transborder Crime.'”
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